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FM AMEMBASSY SEOUL 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 2222 
INFO AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
AMEMBASSY MANILA 
USUNMISSION 1302 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
AMEMBASST LONDON 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 
CINCPAC 

SECRET SEOUL 643 
LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFORASKSKN 

SUBJECT: AUSTRALIAN RECOGNITION OF NORTH KOREA 
REF: SEOUL 517 (NOTAL) 

1. DURING ASST SECRETARY INGERSOLL'S CALL ON FONMIN 
KIM JAN 25, LATTER PAINTED ROK REACTION TO 
AUSTRALIA'S MOVES TOWARD POSSIBLE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH PYONGYANG IN MUCH MORE 
EXPLICIT AND VIVID TERMS THAN VICE MINISTER YUN HAD 
DESCRIBED TO CHARGE EARLIER (REFTEL). 

2. KIM SAID HE HAD TOLD AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR 
BOURCHIER THAT ROKG WOULD HAVE TO SERIOUSLY CONSIDER 
ACTION WHICH MIGHT OBLIGE GOA TO CHOOSE BETWEEN A 
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"AT THE MINIMUM SOUTH KOREA WOULD RECALL ITS AMBASSADOR 
TO CANBERRA AND CLOSE THE EMBASSY IN CANBERRA," SAID 
KIM, OR ALTERNATIVELY, ROKG MIGHT ANNOUNCE BREAK IN 
RELATIONS WITH GOA. "WE CANNOT TOLERATE AN ABRUPT, 
UNFRIENDLY ACT SUCH AS THIS BY AUSTRALIANS," KIM SAID 
HE HAD TOLD THE AUSTRALIAN REP. 

3. KIM ASCRIBED DIFFERENCE BETWEEN HIS AND YUN'S 
DESCRIPTION OF THIS MEETING TO FACT THAT YUN WAS NOT 
PRESENT DURING HIS INTERVIEW WITH AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR. 
YUN SAW CHARGE IMMEDIATELY AFTER INTERPREW AND BEFORE 
KIM HAD HAD OPPORTUNITY TO BRIEF HIM. KIM'S VERSION OF 
MEETING WITH AUSTRALIAN WAS SUBSTANTIATED BY ASIA BUREAU 
DIRECTOR CHI, WHO WAS PRESENT. 

4. KIM ASKED INGERSOLL TO DISCUSS THE MATTER WITH 
SECRETARY ROMULO WHEN INGERSOLL VISITS MANILA NEXT 
WEEK, AND SEEK GOP ASSISTANCE. INGERSOLL AGREED TO 

DO SO. KIM SAID ROKG IS ATTEMPTING TO WGRK THROUGH THE 
U.K., JAPAN, NEW ZEALAND AND CANADA TO BRING PRESSURE 
THROUGH THOSE GOVERNMENTS ON GOA TO SETTLE, AT THE 
MAXIMUM FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF TRADE RELATIONS BETWEEN 
GOA AND DPRK. ROKG IS ALSO SPEEDING UP ARRIVAL OF ITS 
NEW AMBASSADOR TO CANBERRA, WHO WILL HOPEFULLY ARRIVE 
ON STATION DURING THE FIRST SEVERAL DAYS OF FEBRUARY. 
INGERSOLL AND CHARGE ASSURED KIM US WOULD CONTINUE 
TO DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO AT LEAST OBTAIN A POST- 
PONEMENT OF ACTION BY GOA. 

5. COMMENT: WE HAVE NOT GOT FROM AUSTRALIANS HERE 
IMPRESSION THAT KIM HAS EXPLICITLY DELIVERED A 
CLEARCUT ULTIMATUM TO GOA. IT POSSIBLE HE MORE 
CATEGORICAL WITH US IN DESCRIBING HIS DISCUSSION WITH 
AMBASSADOR BOURCHIER THAN WAS IN FACT THE CASE. HOWEVER. 
KIM LEFT NO DOUBT ABOUT HOW SERIOUSLY ROKG WOULD VIEW 
ANY AUSTRALIAN MOVE TOWARD DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH 
NORTH KOREA. HIS COMMENTS ARE ALSO A MEASURE OF THE 
LENGTH ROKG WILLING TO GO IN ITS EFFORTS TO DETER 
AUSTRALIANS. 
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